Building Your Own House 

The past few years have seen the general populace go through some tough economic times. 
Although it never officially reached the depths of bleakness seen during the depression era of 
the 40s and 50s, nonetheless, it was a sobering wake-up call for most average Americans. 

After having been used to a generation of mainly affluent and sometimes extravagant lifestyle, 
where expenditure often outstrip income, it was a jarring experience for the majority of 
Americans to realize life is not always a bed of roses in the land of opportunity. 

One of the best indications that life in the land of milk and honey is no longer all rosy is the 
statistics on private homeownership. In the USA, the rate of private homeownership fell to its 
lowest in the past 18 years. The latest official figures from the Census Bureau showed that only 
65% of Americans owned their homes, the lowest levels since 1995. 

However, the silver lining in this gloomy outlook is that now would probably be a good time to try 
and build your dream house on your own. There are several advantages to doing this, not least 
of which is the savings which would be enjoyed by the homeowners. 

Rather than hire an architect, you can save costs by buying some stock house plans online. In 
actuality, there would unlikely be any "stock plans" for your dream house. The alternative is 
then to engage the services of an architectural drafting company such as The Magnum Group to 
prepare an architectural drawing. This is basically a technical drawing of your house. These 
architectural drawings are then used by the building contractor for submission to the relevant 
government agencies to obtain the necessary licenses and permits to start construction of your 
dream house. 

Such drawings used to be done by qualified draftspersons and were laborious and expensive as 
they were hand-drawn. However, with the advent of the computer age, the old manual methods 
of designing and creating technical drawings became obsolete. The use of computer drafting 
techniques with the help of a particular type of software known as computer-aided design (CAD) 
has resulted in the ability to create, modify, analyze and optimize a drawing much more quickly 
and efficiently. The new method has also enabled the draftsperson to come up with new forms 
using a variety of shapes and complex geometry. This has greatly increased the productivity of 
the draftsperson, leading not only to improvements in the overall quality of drawing but also in 
much reduced costs. 

http://themagnumgroup.net 


